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produced by the rejection of the Finance Bill had to
be met, and as loans by Treasury Bills for ways and
means could not be raised to run beyond the 31st of
March, the Government had recourse to the Treasury
(Temporary Borrowing) Act, which extended the terms
of these Bills to September 30th 1910, and authorized
the further suspension of the sinking fund.

On the 18th of April the Prime Minister moved a
" guillotine " resolution allotting time to the various
stages of the reintroduced Finance Bill, a day and
a half for the preliminary resolution, two for the second
reading, and one for the third reading. The excuse
for this unprecedented procedure was that the pro-
posals had already " been more carefully examined
than had ever been the case in our previous history.'5
No less than six months of Parliamentary time had
ungrudgingly been given to them in the previous
session, the discussion had taken place under the freest
possible conditions, the closure having been very
rarely applied; and they had been in principle and to
a large extent in detail the subject of constant con-
sideration during the course of the general election.
Further, the proposals were "in all substantial and
essential respects identical" with those approved by
the late House of Commons. With the exception
of certain declaratory amendments, perhaps the most
interesting new provision was that for giving validity
to the measures which had been taken in connection
with the collection executively of taxes imposed by
the Bill.

These measures deserve, a word of notice. With
the prorogation of Parliament on December 2nd the
budget resolutions authorizing the duties, or increase